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Dear Harold: 

I ' m  s o r r y  t o  be la te  i n  r e t u r n i n g  t h i s  q u e s t i o n a i r e .  I was away as i n d i -  
cated. 

G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e  n e g a t i v e  arguments  were more convinc ing  #an t h e  p o s i t i v e  
ones.  The n e g a t i v e  arguments were s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  me to n o t  want a name l i k e  
HTLV-111, any name wi th  AIDS i n  it, or any th ing  wi th  t issue tropism i n  it. 
There fo re ,  a s u g g e s t i o n  o f  a comple te ly  n e u t r a l  name l i k e  human r e t r o v i r u s  3 
seems most promising.  

I n s t e a d  of a meet ing,  perhaps  a f t e r  #is round we cou ld  g e t  an agreement 
on some g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  l i k e  t h e  ones  I ' v e  mentioned and then  t r y  f o r  a 
name. 

B e s t  r e g a r d s ,  

S i n c e r e l y  your s ,  

Howard M. Temin 

HMT/kal 

450 North Randall Avenue, Madison, Wisconsin 53706 608-262-21 77 



STRAW POLL 

1 .  Which, i f  a n y ,  of t h e  proposed names f o r  t h e  A I D S  a g e n t  do you f a v o r ?  L i s t  
up t o  f o u r  i n  descend ing  order of  p r e f e r e n c e :  

HRV- 3 

HLRV 

2. What do you b e l i e v e  t o  be t h e  s t r o n g e s t  a rguments  i n  f a v o r  of  your  fi-rst 
choice? 

It does n o t  i n v o l v e  any biological property l i k e  disease or t i s s u e  
~ ~~ ~ ~~~ 

tropism which are l i k e l y  n o t  to be g e n e r a l .  

3. Which names would you adamantly oppose? 

HAVr AAV, ARV, HARV, HARP LAV, HALV, HLAV, HTLV-I11 

Why ? N a m e  s h o u l d  n o t  ment ion AIDS, as c l i n i c i a n s  ind ica te .  N a m e  

s h o u l d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  v i r u s e s  of AIDS are d i s t i n c t  from 

HTLV-I ,-I1 

4. Are t h e r e  o the r  names, n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  s u g g e s t e d ,  t h a t  you would p r e f e r ?  I f  
so, which and why? 

HRTV-3 (human r e t r o v i r u s - 3 ) .  A modification of HRV-3. I prefer RTV 

for r e t r o v i r u s  as it is clearer and d i s t i n q u i s h e s  r e t r o v i r u s e s  from 

r e o v i r u s e s  or r u b e l l a  v i r u s e s ,  etc. 

HLRTV-3, HTLRTV-3 for the same reason .  These  have t h e  problem of 

u s i n g  t i s s u e  tropism i n  t h e  name. 



5 .  Do you t h i n k  a mee t ing  would h e l p  u s  reach a consensus?  

N o ,  t h e  let ters had a good range of op in ion .  Agreement on p r i n c i p l e s  l i k e  

n o t  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  name of t h e  disease ( c l i n i c i a n s ,  problem of e x p l a i n i n g  

non-leukemogenic mur ine  leukemia  v i r u s e s ) ,  n o t  HTLV-I11 (AIDS v i r u s  is too 

d i f f e r e n t  from HTLV-I,-II), n o t  t i s s u e  tropism ( n o t  complete d e s c r i p t i o n ) .  
6. P l e a s e  p rov ide  any  a d d i t i o n a l  comments abou t  t h e  proposed names t h a t  might 

h e l p  i n c l u d e  or exc lude  them from f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

s. The use  of HRTV - 3 would p r o v i d e  a 1 
ae later r e c - f i c w  of re-es. - 3 could . .  

ha i n  tha nraup Vi- t h e  nr-ta lentivir-c: . .  m n i i u  ha 

P R W  i e t m  T i-hink r e t r n v i r u  -re tha  mhief r - h a - a r i - w c :  . .  - 
needed i n  the name. Disease and t i s s u e  tropism, as p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  t h e  let- 

ters,  c o u l d  be v e r y  mis l ead ing  i n  a name. 


